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Project History 
 Fall of 2008 –  

  Congress enacts the Broadband Data 
Improvement Act (BDIA) 

  Intent is to provide funding to eligible enSSes in 
each state for mapping broadband and to support 
planning acSviSes 

  Funding was not appropriated with enactment of 
the BDIA 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Project History conSnued 
 February 2009 –  

  Congress enacts the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA ‐ the SSmulus Bill) 

  Appropriates $350 million to fund the BDIA for 
five years 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Project History conSnued 
  February 2009 – conSnued 

 $7.4 billion was appropriated to fund grants/loans 
for broadband infrastructure projects funded 
through the NaSonal TelecommunicaSons and 
InformaSon AdministraSon (NTIA) (Dept. of 
Commerce) and Rural USliSes Service (RUS) (Dept. 
of Agriculture) 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Project History conSnued 
 July 2009 –  

  NTIA issues the NoSce Of Funds Available (NOFA) 
for mapping/planning grant funding 

  Governor Heineman designates the Nebraska 
Public Service Commission (NPSC) to serve as the 
designated enSty for the State of Nebraska to 
apply for Mapping and Planning grant money 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Project History conSnued 
 August 2009 –  

  NPSC determines that agency can manage mapping 
porSon of project, but lack staff resources/experSse to 
undertake the Planning Project 

  RelaSonship formed with Nebraska Department of 
Economic Development (DED), Nebraska InformaSon and 
Technology Commission (NITC), and University of Nebraska 
– Lincoln (UNL) who developed the State’s planning effort 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Project History conSnued 
 August 2009 – conSnued  
  NPSC files applicaSon with NTIA to secure funding 
for the mapping/planning effort 
 NPSC also releases a Request for Proposal (RFP), 
using State Purchasing, seeking a vendor to assist 
in the mapping effort 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Project History conSnued 
 Fall 2009 –  

  The State designee’s were noSfied by the NTIA 
that the original grant program of five years was 
to be reduced to a two year grant with the 
possibility of three addiSonal years of funding at a 
later date. 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Project History conSnued 
 January 2010  ‐  

  NTIA awarded NPSC a grant of $2.1 million for 
years 1 and 2 

 $1.6 million for the Mapping Project and  
 $0.5 million for the Planning Project  

  AIM InsStute joined planning team 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Project History conSnued 
 May 2010 –  

  NTIA noSfied Grantees that they were now 
prepared to entertain supplemental applicaSon 
requests for years 3 ‐ 5 of the original grant period 
authorized by Congress  

  The NPSC and the Planning Team had 30 days to 
prepare the supplemental grant proposal 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Project History conSnued 
 September 2010 –  

  NPSC noSfied by the NTIA that Nebraska had been 
awarded a supplemental grant of approximately 
$3.5 million for years 3‐5 
 $1.5 million for conSnuaSon of the Mapping 
effort and 

 $2.0 million for the Planning effort 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